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company of Sappers and Miners, 450 of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers
under Major Gerrard, 150 Madras Fusiliers under Major Geiles,
a wing of the 10th Bengal Native Infantry, a wing of the 5th
Madras Native Infantry, and a detachment of Ramghur Irregular
Cavalry.

This force sailed from Eangoon on the 4th January and
arrived off Martaban on the next day, but owing to lack of trans-
port, it was the 14th of the month before an advance could be
made into the interior. At 6 o'clock on the morning of that day
the column moved out of Martaban, the total strength of the
force, including some reinforcements from Moulmein, now number-
ing 2,100 men.

On the 18th a skirmish took place at Gangaw (Gongoh), in
which the British lost one man killed and seven wounded. No
further opposition was experienced, the Burmese everywhere
abandoning their positions on the approach of the British, and on
the 22nd February the column reached Toungoo, having driven
the enemy out of the whole country between that place and
Martaban. This march may be considered a very fine performance,
as the column, accompanied by a long and heavy train of artillery,
forced its way through 240 miles of unknown forest in thirty-four
days.

Mention should here be made of a very creditable affair which
occurred on the 6th January. On this day, at Naraghain, on the
Burma-Arakan frontier, Captain Nuthall with a force of 150 of the
Arakan Local Battalion, succeeded in surprising and capturing
a large Burmese stockade which guarded the Aeng pass. It should
also be stated that in the summer of the previous year, instruc-
tions had been given by Government for the improvement of the
Aeng pass, and for the construction of tanks along the road where
water was scarce, in -order to improve the communication between
Burma and Arakan.